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the South- For their part, the English and French solicit-
ed his favour in order to further their commercial interests.
The representatives of both the nations were anxious to
enlist the support of the Siibedar of the Deccan to further
their own interests,But Nizamu'1-Mulk purposely declined .
to take sides in their struggle for commercial ascendancy,
on grounds of prudence. Although much inclined to favour
the French, his position remained so vague up to the last
that the representatives of the two European nations at
his court failed to know exactly whom he favoured more ;
a course of action which he deliberately adopted as an
obvious political convenience. His policy in this regard
has since been abundantly justified by the subsequent
political events in which the English and French inter-
vened as allies of one or other of the warring neighbour-
ing States. He had the sagacity to perceive that it was
dangerous to get involved in the politics of these foreign
settlers, who, as he had half suspected, were sure to take
full advantage by interfering in the affairs of the native
princes. What he avoided, his descendants could not.
They, like other rulers of the country, were impelled by
the blind force of destiny to eagerly seek European aid
in their internecine struggles and thus give an opportunity
to the English to establish their Empire in India.
But during all these vicissitudes of fortune and history
the Haiderabad State, which was founded on the bed-rock
of political virtue and necessity, subsisted and prospered ;
and even today its prospects of permanence are as bright
as ever. This might be regarded as the fruit^of the noble
intentions of its founder. In this connection it will not be
out of place to quote here the benedictory words of the
Emperor  Aurangzib which he spontaneously uttered,
when he was informed of the timely succour of Ghazlu d-
Din Khan Flriiz Jang (father of Nizamu'1-Mdk Asaf
]ah I) to prince A'zam, who was surrounded by the
enemy in the neighbourhood of Bijapur, He is reported